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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

ROMSEY  &  STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  &  Stockbridge  Rural  District 

Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1951.  It  is  prepared 
in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Staff, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

M.D. ,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  -  H.  G.  SMITH, 

CERT.  S.I  B.,  A.R.S.I. ,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  -  D.  G.  ANDREWS, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I. 

Rodent  Officer  -  -  G.  RAWLINS 

Clerk  -  -  -  Miss  P.  COBBOLD 

SECTION  A.— Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 
Area. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (Acres)...  ..  ...  ...  83,672 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  27,090 

Rateable  Value  (31.3.52)  ...  ...  £15  875 

Product  of  each  penny  of  General  Rate  ...  £610/14/10 

Number  of  Council  Houses  (Built  before  1939)  ...  422 

,,  „  ,,  ,,  (Built  after  1944)  ...  246 


Total  ...  668 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  (from  rate  book)  7630 


Nine  huts  in  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
camps  were  demolished  during  the  year., 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1951,  as  supplied  by  the 


Registrar  General 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — 

Total  Registered 

436 

229 

207 

Legitimate  ... 

408 

213 

195 

Illegitimate... 

28 

16 

12 

Still  Births — 

Total  Registered 

12 

5 

7 

Legitimate  ... 

12 

5 

7 

Illegitimate... 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  — 

Total  Registered 

282 

149 

133 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

— 

0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

— 

0 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

— 

0 

Deaths  from  Special  Causes — 

Cancer 

34 

15 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Enteritis 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Registered 

17 

9 

8 

Legitimate  ... 

17 

9 

8 

Illegitimate... 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  :  — 

Total  Registered 

JO 

6 

4 

Legitimate  ... 

10 

6 

4 

Illegitimate... 

0 

0 

0 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1  ,000  estimated  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 
population  :  — 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

,,  Non-Pulmonary 

Cancer  ... 

Measles... 

Diphtheria 

Enteritis  (under  2  yrs.)  per  1,000  live  births 


Comparative  Statistics 
where  available 

Romsey  and 
Stockbridge 

England 

and 

Rural  District 

W  ales 

16.1 

15.5 

0.44 

0.36 

29.0 

23.2 

10.4 

12.5 

39.0 

29.6 

41.7 

- 

0 

- 

.22  \ 
.04  J 

.31 

1.2 

- 

A 

yj 

_ 

0 

- 

0 

1.4 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1951. 


CAUSE  OE  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

4 

2 

6 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 

0 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  ... 

3 

5 

8 

,,  ,,  Lung  and  Bronchus  ... 

2 

1 

3 

,,  ,,  Breast 

0 

6 

6 

,,  ,,  Uterus 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

6 

14 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

0 

2 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

11 

15 

26 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

16 

14 

30 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

45 

36 

81 

Other  Circulatory 

4 

5 

9 

Influenza 

1 

5 

6 

Pneumonia 

8 

3 

11 

Bronchitis 

7 

7 

14 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

5 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and.  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

0 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

4 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

15 

12 

27 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

6 

0 

6 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

149 

133 

282 
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Comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics. 


The  number  of  deaths  occuring  in  the  district  remains  very 
constant  from  year  to  year  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  is  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales.  Diseases  of 
middle  and  old  age  figure  largely  in  the  table  of  the  causes  of 
death.  A  rise  in  the  still  birth  rate  and  in  the  death  rate  of  infants 
under  1  year  is  noted.  The  numbers  of  still  births — 3  in  1950  and 
12  in  1951  and  of  infant  deaths,  7  in  1950  and  17  in  1951 — are 
very  small  and  piobably  not  of  any  statistical  significance,  and  no 
cause  for  the  increase  in  mortality  can  be  found  on  examination  of 
the  particulars  of  the  deaths  concerned. 

The  absence  of  deaths  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  for 
a  second  year  is  noted  and  due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  General 
Medical  Practitioners’  Service,  the  District  Nurses  and  the  Hospital 
Service  of  the  Area. 


SECTION  B. — General  Provisions  of  Health  Services. 

1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Romsey  and  an  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer.  This  co-ordinates  the  medical  services  supplied  by  the 
County  Council  with  those  supplied  by  the  District  Councils. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  are  whole-time  Officers  of  the  District  Council. 

2.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  is  no  nursing  arrangement  or  contribution  made  by  the 
District  Council,  but  nine  members  represent  the  Council  on  the 
District  Health  Sub-Committee. 

The  District  Nurses  are  responsible  for  maternity  and  general 
home  nursing. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  available  at  The  Emergency  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory,  Royal  Hants  County  Hospital,  Winchester,  The  M.R.C. 
Laboratory,  Southampton  and  The  Pathology  Dept.,  Salisbury 
General  Infirmary. 


4 


4.  Ambulance  Service. 


This  service  is  supplied  by  the  County  Council. 


5.  Hospital  Services. 

(Regional  Hospital  Board)  General,  Maternity  and  Infectious 
Disease  (including  tuberculosis  and  smallpox)  Hospital  accommod¬ 
ation  is  available  in  Romsey,  Southampton,  Salisbury  and 
Winchester. 


6.  County  Council  Services. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  for  this  District  as  indicated  :  — 


Braishfield 

Broughton 

Houghton 

King’s  Somborne 

Lockerley 

Leckford 

Maybush 

Mottisfont 

North  Baddesley 

Nursling 

Over  Wallop  ... 

Romsey 

Stockbridge 

Wellow 

West  Tytherley 


2nd  &  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  &  4th  Wednesday  of  the  m cnth  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  Monday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  &  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  &  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  &  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  &  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p  m. 
1st  &  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 
Every  Thursday  at  10  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 

1st  &  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  &  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 


Orthopaedic  Cases. 

Children  in  this  area  attend  clinics  run  by  the  staff  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples  Hospital,  Alton,  at  Eastleigh, 
Andover,  Totton,  Southampton,  Salisbury  and  Winchester  and 
physiotheraphy  is  given  at  a  clinic  in  Romsey. 


SECTION  C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Sanitary  Inspector  s  Report. 


1 .  Water  Supply. 

1.  ( a )  Water  from  one-hundred-and-two  wells  was  submitted 

for  bacteriological  examination.  Sixty-eight  samples  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  thirty-four  unsatisfactory. 
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Four  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  Two 
were  satisfactory  and  of  the  two  unsatisfactory  samples,  one  was 
found  to  be  polluted  with  paraffin. 

An  estate  piped  supply  to  one  of  the  Parishes  derived  from  a 
borehole  was  found  to  be  polluted  at  its  source.  Nine  samples 
proved  unsatisfactory  and  a  chlorination  plant  has  now  been 
installed. 


(b)  No  cases  of  serious  shortage  were  experienced. 


2.  Nine  Parishes  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  District  receive 
a  piped  supply  from  the  Southampton  Corporation,  the  water  being 
tested  and  examined  by  that  Authority. 


3.  No  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  were  encountered 
during  the  year. 


4.  A  number  of  shallow  wells  were  found  to  be  polluted.  In 
some  instances  the  houses  were  connected  to  the  piped  supply  and 
in  others  the  wells  were  pumped  out,  thoroughly  cleansed  and  the 
water  chlorinated.  Samples  taken  later  were  found  to  be  satisfact¬ 
ory. 


5.  ( a )  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  Public 

Mains  is  as  follows  : — 


Parish 


Ampfield 

Chilworth 

Michelmersh  and  Braishfield 
Millbrook 
North  Baddesley 
Nursling  and  Rownhams  ... 
Romsey  Extra  ... 

Sheffield  English 
Frenchmoor 


Est.  Number 
of  Houses 

Est.  Population 
Served 

268 

1166 

156 

648 

210 

680 

1593 

4780 

395 

1774 

479 

1695 

159 

526 

1 

4 

9 

36 

(b)  There  are  no  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  standpipes. 
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6.  The  following  extensions  of  water  mains  were  completed 
during  the  year  :  — 


Parish 

Length 

Diam.  Main 

Michelmersh 

1033  yds. 

4in. 

Millbrook 

1851  yds. 

6in. 

55 

6028  yds. 

4in. 

55  ...  •  •  • 

542  yds. 

3in. 

Sherfield  English 

2355  yds. 

6in. 

55  55  '  *  • 

6904  yds. 

4in. 

Wellow  and  Plaitford  ... 

3816  yds. 

3in.  and  4in. 

Note — The  mains  at  Wellow  and  Plaitford  were  laid  but  not 
charged  with  water. 


A  Public  Inquiry  was  held  to  consider  a  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a  piped  supply  of  water  to  those  Parishes  which  are 
not  at  present  served  by  the  Southampton  Corporation,  or  which 
will  be  supplied  by  the  West  Hants  Water  Company. 

It  is  proposed  to  sink  two  boreholes  at  Broughton  from  whence 
the  water  will  be  pumped  to  service  reservoirs  and  distributed  to 
the  Parishes  of  Ashley,  Bossington,  Broughton,  Buckholt,  East  Dean, 
East  Tytherley,  Frenchmoor,  Houghton,  King’s  Somborne,  Little 
Somborne,  Leckford,  Lockerley,  Longstock,  Mottisfont,  Nether 
Wallop,  Over  Wallop,  Sherfield  English,  Stockbridge  and  West 
Tytherley. 

2.  Sewerage. 

The  Southampton  Corporation  laid  more  sewers  in  the  Parish 
of  Millbrook  to  serve  the  Housing  Estates  developed  by  that 
Authority.  , 

No  sewers  have  been  laid  in  other  Parishes,  but  sewerage 
schemes  are  urgently  needed  in  the  Parish  of  North  Baddesley  and 
at  Upton  Crescent  in  the  Parish  of  Nursling  and  Rownhams.  A 
Public  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  to  consider  schemes  for 
these  areas. 


SECTION  D.— Housing. 


Council  Houses 

Hutted  Camps 

Houses  Erected 

Erected  during 
the  year 

Number  of 
Dwellings 
Occupied 

Estimated 
Number  of 
Persons  Housed 

by  Private 
Enterprise 

86 

229 

820 

/ 
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SECTION  E. 


1.  Meat ,  Milk  and  Other  Foods. 

No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  within  the  Rural  District. 
Most  of  the  meat  is  obtained  from  slaughter  houses  within  the 
Southampton  County  Borough  Sixty-two  pounds  of  home-killed 
beef  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  through  bone- 
taint  and  fifty-four  pounds  of  imported  beef  were  condemned  for 
the  same  reason.  In  addition,  the  following  articles  of  food  were 
condemned  : — 

Thirteen  tins  of  Cooked  Ham  (one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds). 

Forty-seven  tins  of  various  foodstuffs. 

Kitchen  and  food  preparation  rooms  in  restaurants  and  hotels 
are  inspected  at  least  twice  yearly  and  frequent  inspections  are 
carried  out  in  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms. 

Twenty-two  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken  from  the 
one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  District  and  all  proved  satisfactory. 

2.  Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 

3.  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act ,  1938. 

The  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  &  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  came  into  operation  in  December,  1950.  No  complaints 
regarding  food  premises  were  received  during  the  year. 


1.  Factories. 

1 .  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

(i) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No.  on 
Register 

(3)  ' 

N 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

(4) 

umber  of : 

Written  Occupiers 
Notice  prosecut’d 
(5)  ,  (6) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,  3,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities... 

1 

12 

22 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (  i )  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

80 

60 

5 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

92 

82 

5 

- 

8 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


PARTICULARS 

(i) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Numbe 

, 

Found 

(3) 

r  of  cases  i 

Remedied 

(4) 

n  which  de 
Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

fects  were 
Referred 
by  H  M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(Sec.  l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec. 

2)  ... 

5 

.6 ....  /  i 

5 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (Sec.  3) ... 

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (Sec.  4) 

7 

7 

•  Y 

7 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (Sec.  6)... 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Convenien¬ 
ces  (Sec.  7)  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

9 

1 

1 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

5 

5 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

11 

1 

1 

11 

Other  offencesagainst 
the  Act  (not  inclu¬ 
ding  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  out-work) ... 

12 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

2 

7 

- 

5 

- 

60 

3.  Three  outworkers  were  employed  in  making  Wearing 
Apparel. 


SECTION  F. — Prevalence  and  control  over  Infections 
and  Other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1951. 


Notification  by  age-groups. 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Under 

1  yr. 

cu  • 

i  w 

A  >•> 

3—4 

yrs. 

ON  • 
i  c n 

in  ^ 

Tp 

T~l 

1  F 

o  ^ 

— 

15  and 

over 

Cases 

admit’d 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

2 

10 

2 

8 

Measles  ... 

206 

3 

49 

63 

70 

10 

11 

12 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

85 

4 

19 

27 

32 

2 

1 

9 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia 

18 

2 

2 

9 

2 

11  (not 
notified  as 
pneumonia) 

Erysipelas 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

Gastro  Enteritis 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  apart  from  Measles  was 
about  the  average  level.  The  absence  of  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia,  despite  the  more  stringent  definition  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
contained  in  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations  1951,  which  came 
into  operation  on  August  1st,  1951,  is  notable  and  encouraging. 

The  high  incidence  of  Measles — 306  cases — when  seen  in 
conjuction  with  the  figures  for  the  last  6  years,  indicates  that 
Measles  may  occur  in  a  biennial  epidemic  pattern  in  Rural  as  well 
as  in  Urban  Areas. 

Number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  : — 


Year 

Number  of  Cases 

1946 

6 

1947 

164 

1948 

74 

1949 

345 

1950 

3 

1951 

306 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  1951  a  survey  of  the  population  in  and  around  Romsey 
was  undertaken  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  South  West 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board.  In  all,  1593  persons  of 
14  years  of  age  and  over  from  all  classes  of  the  population  were 
X-Rayed.  Twelve  active  and  twenty-nine  inactive  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  ninety-one  cases  of  non-tuberculosis 
chest  diseases,  were  discovered.  Notifications  and  deaths  of 
tuberculosis  persons  during  1951  were  as  follows  : — 


Persons  notified  during 

1951 

Male 

Female 

Pulmonary 

18 

10 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

3 

8 

Total 

21 

18 

Total 

28 

11 

39 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  1951  :  — 

Male 

Female 

Pulmonary 

4 

2 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

0 

1 

Total 

4 

3 

Total 

6 

1 

7 

10 


Diphtheria. 


Infectious  Disease  Prophylaxis. 


The  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  area  who  had 
completed  a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  by  31st 
December,  1951,  was  as  follows  • 


Children  born 

during  1951 

27 

55 

5? 

„  1950 

260 

55 

55 

„  1949 

285 

55 

55 

„  1948 

331 

55 

55 

„  1947 

265 

55 

55 

between  1943-1946 

1188 

55 

55 

„  1942-1938 

966 

TOTAL 

3322 

356  Booster  doses  were  given  during  the  year. 


Percentage  Immunised  of  those  born  since  1947 

1938 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


...  45.0 

...  52.6 


It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  the  percentage  of  children 
immunised  is  still  dangerously  low.  Safety  from  an  epidemic  is 
not  considered  likely  with  an  immunised  percentage  of  children 
under  14  of  less  than  75%. 


Smallpox. 

The  percentage  of  babies  vaccinated  against  smallpox  is  also 
low  and  the  attention  of  parents  is  constantly  being  drawn  to  the 
danger  of  this  disease  occuring  in  an  area  adjacent  to  a  large  sea¬ 
port  and  air-port. 

Whooping  Cough. 

A  considerable  number  of  immunisations  against  Whooping 
Cough  are  performed  by  general  practitioners. 

General. 

The  control  of  infectious  diseases  no  longer  constitutes  a  major, 
and  often  the  most  spectacular,  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  but  a  watchful  eye  is  still  kept  on  the  incidence, 
location  and  type  of  the  infectious  diseases  occuring  in  the  area. 
The  co-operation,  always  most  willingly  given,  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  has  been  of  great  assistance,  particularly  where 
searches  have  been  made  for  possible  carriers  of  the  Scarlet  Fever, 
enteric  and  dysentery  groups  of  infectious  diseases. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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